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SUBJECT: EUROPEAN USSR WEATHER SITUATION 

1 . WEATHER FORECASTS FOR EUROPEAN USSR FOR MARCH 19 AND 20 
SHOWED COLD FRONT MOVING INTO AREA, INCLUDING MOSCOW, 
LENINGRAD, PREBALTICA, CENTRAL CHERNOZEM AND KIEV. MINI- 
MUM TEMPERATURES FOR MARCH 19 WERE PREDICTED IN THE MINUS 
10-15 DEGREE C. RANGE WITH LOCALITIES AS LOW AS MINUS 18. 

KIEV WAS TO BE MINUS 1 TO 3 C„ BUT ODESSA, KISHINEV AND 

N. CAUCASUS WERE STILT. IN WARM FRONT AREA WITH TEMPS WELL 
ABOVE FREEZING. MARCH 21 IZVESTIA WEATHER MAP PREDICTS 
WARMER TEMPS IN N.W., S„ CENTRAL ASIA AND AS FAR EAST AS 
KRASNOYARSK IN THE CHERNOZEM ZONES. 

2. NIGHTTIME TEMPS IN MOSCOW DURING NIGHTS OF MARCH 18-19 
AND 19-20 WERE BELOW FREEZING BUT NO LOWER THAN MINUS 5 C. 
IN MOSCOW. HIGHS DURING DAY WERE SLIGHTLY ABOVE FREEZING. 
SKIES CLEAR ON BOTH DAYS, AND NO SNOW ON EITHER DAY OR 

ON 18TH. SPRING BLIZZARD CONDITIONS PREVAILING ON MARCH 
21 ALTHOUGH WEATHER MAP SHOWS NO FRONT ANYWHERE NEAR 
MOSCOW. KIEV ADVANCE PARTY REPORTS NIGHTTIME LOWS SLIGHT 
LY BELOW FREEZING EACH NIGHT SINCE NIGHT OF MARCH 18-19 
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IN KIEV, BUT 1 TO 1-1/2 INCH NEW SNOW FELL DURING NIGHT 
OF 19-20. THIS DISAPPEARED DURING DAY, BUT ABOUT AN INCH 
OF SNOW FELL ON NIGHT OF MARCH 20-21. ODESSA TEMPERATURES 
FOR MARCH 20 AND 21 WERE PREDICTED AT 10 TO 15 C. RANGE. 

3. SNOW COVER LINE AS OF MARCH 17 WAS REPORTED BY EMBASSY 
AUTO TRAVELLERS TO BE JUST ABOUT AT THE BORDER OF THE 
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UKRAINE AND THE RSFSR ON THE OREL/KIEV HIGHWAY. TRAVEL- 
LERS WERE NOT AGRICULTURALISTS. THEY NOTED ONLY ONE FIELD 
WITH "GREEN SPROUTS" ENROUTE, AND NO, REPEAT NO, OBSER- 
VATIONS WERE MADE DN STATUS OF WINTER GRAINS. 

4. COMMENT: SITUATION CONTINUES SOMEWHAT DANGEROUS TO 
WINTER CROPS IN EUROPEAN USSR. WE HAVE INADEQUATE INFO AS 
USUAL TO ASSESS EXTENT OF DAMAGE, IF ANY, FROM PROBABLE 
RETURN OF MINUS 5 TO 10 C. TEMPS OVER PAST WEEKEND AND 
FREQUENT FREEZING AND THAWING IN WIDE AREAS WITH LITTLE OR 
NO SNOW COVER. DAILY FREEZING AND THAWING ALONG WITH ICE 
FORMATION MAY, OF COURSE, BE JUST AS DESTRUCTIVE TO WINTER 
GRAINS AT THEIR PRESENT STAGE OF GROWTH AS VERY LOW TEMPS, 
BUT THEIR CAPACITY TO WITHSTAND COLD IS ALSO LOWER THAN 
IN MID- WINTER. POSSIBILITY THEREFORE EXISTS THAT SOME 
DAMAGE WAS SUSTAINED BY CROPS DURING THIS COLD SNAP. BUT 
WE ARE UNABLE TO APPRAISE THE EXTENT. APPARENTLY, SOUTHERN 
EXTREMITIES OF EUROPEAN USSR WHERE VEGETATION GROWTH HAD 
FULLY RESUMED WERE NOT HIT BY THIS COLD AIR MASS. NEW 
SNOW COVER WILL AGAIN PROVIDE SOME PROTECTION IF IT WAS 
GENERAL. SEEDING OF SPRING GRAINS REPORTED IN CENTRAL 
PRESS ON MARCH 21 AS FAR NORTH AS ROSTOV. TOON 
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